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York. I very soon came to the conclusion that the
professional, paid mediums were, in many cases, the
worst kind of impostors, and, in all cases, so far as
any intellectual evidence was concerned, of an absurd
triviality. Even in the private circles, where no trace
of fraud could be suspected, the good faith of all
entering them being assured, I found sometimes such
extraordinary credulity that the subject would have
been offensive to any dispassionate investigator who
was not, like myself, determined to get to the bottom
of it. The majority of the persons who entered into
a circle were ready to believe any extraordinary thing
that came to them, and the inanity of the general
proceedings, even when fraud was excluded, was suf-
ficient to indispose serious people to take part in
them. To me the question had such vital impor-
tance that I was determined that neither fraud nor
the inconsequent nature of the pretended communi-
cations should dissuade me from the most thorough
investigation possible.

This investigation lasted several years, and in-
cluded, to greater or less extent, every form of psy-
chological and physical phenomenon which was
offered by spiritism. My experience with the pro-
fessional mediums was such that I soon ceased to pay
any attention to them, finding that, what with the fri-
volity of their utterances and the evident imposture
which, in the case of some of them, invariably marked
the display of their powers, the sittings were simply
farcical; nor did I ever find, in the doings of the
mediums, or in the revelations of the regular spiritisticit at anyhed to devote myself.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